[image: image1.png]NORTHERN
\:‘7 AMENITY FORUM

Encoursging Best Fractice




How do we achieve “Best Practice”

The Northern Local Authority Amenity Forum is a group of Northern England councils that have joined together in an effort to seek to instil “best practice” methods of using pesticides within themselves and other organisations.

Obviously, “best practice” means different things to different people, but the basics of applying pesticides in a safe and environmentally sound way are very similar and are clearly set out in The Code of Practice for Using Plant Protection Products, which every pesticide user should be well aware of by now. Members of the Forum use slightly different equipment, and, indeed, some members use their in-house workforce and others employ contractors to do their weed control and other pesticide application work.

By way of an example of striving to achieve “best practice”, let us look at Wakefield Metropolitan District Council - one of the local authorities represented within the steering group of the Northern Local Authority Amenity Forum:
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Nine Important Best Practice Messages:

1. Do you need to use a pesticide?  – could you use brushing or some other alternative control method?
2. If you do decide, from your assessment of the situation, that a pesticide is appropriate – make sure you are using it at an optimum period for most effective control.

3. Are your staff and supervisors properly trained?

4. Are your pesticides stored safely?

5. Are all your stores staff properly qualified?

6. What are your emergency arrangements in the event of a spillage, leak or fire?

7. Are your sprayers tested regularly?

8. Could you fit low-drift/air inclusion nozzles?

9. And most important of all - are all staff, involved in the spraying operation, aware of the rules for using pesticides?

Always keep in mind that herbicides can get into water very easily, especially from hard surfaces, or if it rains around the time of spraying.  If we continue to spray in this way we may not be allowed by the Authorities to continue to use pesticides like glyphosate.
If you feel that you would like more information on “best practice” – why not join a professional group that encourages such practices? 
· If you are based within Northern England, in a local authority, consider joining us in the Northern Local Authority Amenity Forum.
· If you are in another part of the country, then consider starting your own regional group, affiliated to The Amenity Forum – contact them for details of how to do this.

· Join the BASIS “Amenity Assured” scheme.

Useful Links:
Northern Amenity Forum:
Website:  www.northernamenityforum.org   Email: info@northernamenityforum.org
The Amenity Forum:

Website:  www.amenityforum.org.uk   Email: enquiries@amenityforum.org.uk
The Approved Code of Practice:
This can be downloaded from the Northern Amenity Forum website, above, and the PSD website:

Website:  www.pesticides.gov.uk
B.A.S.I.S:

Website:  www.basis-reg.co.uk
Gary Harland,

Wakefield MDC/Northern Amenity Forum.

April 2009.

All pesticide applications in Wakefield MDC are undertaken by the in-house workforce of the Environment Services department. This includes: herbicide application to roads and footways; herbicide application to school hard surfaces; parks; play areas and other areas where weeds are seen as a detriment. We also apply selective herbicide treatments to fine turf areas such as bowling greens, golf greens, etc and also larger areas such as football and rugby pitches, golf courses and cricket outfields. Fungicides are also used on fine turf areas, for common diseases such as fusarium patch.


All of these applications are overseen by one supervisor, who is BASIS trained (Crop Protection Certificate) and a member of the BASIS Professional Register, so as to remain updated in all aspects of pesticide use.


In day to day operations, we strive to minimise the use of pesticides in a number of ways:


Total herbicides are only applied from mid March to mid October. No applications are made from Mid October through to mid March, since this is not an optimum use period and it is therefore wasteful and environmentally damaging to use herbicides such as glyphosate during this period.











We try to get by with a maximum of 2 glyphosate applications on hard surfaces per year. We also use sweepers regularly to minimise detritus build up. It is common practice to use 4 – 6 glyphosate applications in some areas of the UK, but this is increasing the load on the environment and we do not look upon this level of herbicide application as “best practice”.


Turf fungicides are only used when absolutely necessary. On golf courses, where disease pressure is greatest, we use preventative sprays, but we try to use as little as possible on other areas such as bowling greens.


Turf insecticides are only used when there is a specific problem that can not be solved in any other way. The same is true of fungicide and insecticide use on roses and other ornamentals.


Selective herbicides are rationalised in their use – typically, we spray around 25% of our pitches and golf courses in any one year. Spot treatment is used for fine turf areas wherever possible, along with digging out odd weeds in bowling greens and similar areas.





The pesticides used are stored primarily at one site, in a secure, bunded store, built to HSE and BASIS guidelines. Small quantities, up to 50 litres, are stored in secure storage bins, at certain sites where they are used regularly, for example: golf courses, plus one “Chemsafe” type store is used to hold up to 200 litres in the East of the district, for use with the quads.  The main store is supervised by a BASIS trained storekeeper, with the Nominated Storekeeper Certificate, who is regularly updated at 5-6 year intervals. The store itself is designed to hold 130% of its 5000 litre capacity in case of fire and is equipped with absorbent spill materials, fire extinguishers, drain bungs and other kit that can be used to minimise any environmental impact from a spill, leak or fire. Storage levels are constantly monitored and recorded, along with bi-monthly audits of stock level.


The council has 85 staff certificated to NPTC PA1 and PA6A level, with 23 of those people also holding the PA2A certificate. Of these, 25 people spray pesticides on a fairly regular basis and 5 are designated as “pesticide operatives”, for work, primarily, with the quad weed sprayers. These 5 people are regularly updated on pesticide usage and legislation. We have looked at NroSo membership for the certificated staff, but this is an area where financial constraint gets the better of us, and we would welcome other methods of evidencing CPD provision – possibly by some kind of corporate membership that would keep costs lower.


We use a range of application equipment, from Berthoud knapsacks and Nomix CDA systems for handheld spraying, to Turfguard/Walkover type pedestrian controlled sprayers on turf areas and Vale SP2000 quad weed sprayers.








We then have a Vale 12metre hydraulic boom sprayer for larger areas, such as pitches and golf courses. The turf sprayers, quads and tractor sprayer are all fitted with air inclusion nozzles to minimise any kind of drift. The Nomix CDA system is inherently safer than other handheld equipment due to its very low drift potential and closed transfer system, however, the cost of the chemical for this system does mean that we still do about 50% of our handheld application with knapsack sprayers, again, where ever possible, for example – spot treatment, we use air inclusion nozzles in the knapsacks.





�





Our quad sprayers are purpose built for use on highways and footways, with a shrouded boom along with the air inclusion nozzles – this means that we have very low drift potential for these machines. They are not just standard quads with a sprayer attachment, as is commonly seen for highways spraying.


The quad sprayers and the tractor sprayer are tested annually to NSTS standards. The knapsacks are regularly maintained and nozzles changed annually.





With regard to paperwork and records for pesticide application – all pesticides are COSHH assessed, risk assessed and records are then kept for all applications, as per the Approved Code of Practice.


Washing out of application equipment is kept to a minimum, by using the same equipment for the same type of spray jobs each time – for example, separate knapsacks are used for selective and total work. When washing out is done, it is sprayed onto an area that has just been sprayed – making sure, of course, that the maximum dose rate is not exceeded.


All empty pesticide containers are triple rinsed into the sprayer tanks and the empty containers are stored in a secure area, for disposal to a licensed waste disposal contractor, usually about twice per year. For this operation, we are registered with the Environment Agency as a producer of hazardous waste.


Overall, I do feel that we are doing our best to cover most areas of “best practice” in pesticides application. 














