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ü Thanet chosen because of its high 
dependence on groundwater for 
drinking water 

ü ¢ƘŀƴŜǘΩǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ŘǳŜ 
to thin soils ς substances pass through 
very quickly 

ü Wide spread low level of pesticides 
detected in groundwater 

ü Environment Agency already working in 
Thanet 

Why Thanet? 



Project Zones 



Weediness scale 

Level Description Maximum weed development 

1 None to very few 

weeds 

Very few plants on joints (< 5 % of 

surface) and no clumps 

2 Few small weeds Some weed on joints (5 ï 25 % cover), 

but small and no clumps 

3 Intermediate weed 

growth (standard) 

Joints covered 25-50 % by weeds  

some weeds > 10 cm 

4 Much weed growth Joints covered > 50 %, clumps  

several weeds > 10 cm 

 

5 Very much weed 

growth 

Pavements hardly visible anymore 

Davies Kempenaar Lotz, 2005 



Weediness scale - slabs 

Davies Kempenaar Lotz, 2005 

Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 

Level 1 Level 2 



Treatments 

Herbicide 

Integrated 

No herbicide 

X 2 

X 1 X 2 

X 3.5 X 1.5 

+ 1 x hand weed 

X 1 



Measuring weeds 

Middle Kerb House 

1 m 

1 m 

0.25 m 0.25 m 



Assessing weed growth 

Å 7 assessments at 30 sites 

Å Kerb, Centre, House 

Å 4 quadrats per road 

Å 2520 quadrats 

Å Area of weeds and species 

present recorded 

Between March and November 2010 

 



Common weeds on Thanet pavements 

Annual meadow grass Dandelion 

Pearlwort Geranium spp Chickweed 

Sow thistle 


